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SUBJECT: AUGUST 25 PRESS BRIEFING - SUMMARY OF AFRICAN 
TOPICS 

1 . FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF PORTION OF AFTERNOON PRESS 
BRIEFING AUGUST 15 COVERNING OWEN- YOUNG TRIP. 

2. LES KINSOLVING ASKED IF AMBASSADOR YOUNG WAS ENUNCIATING 
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U.S. POLICY WHEN HE COMMENTED THAT THE U.S. IS UNCONCERNED 
WITH THE SPREAD OF COMMUNISM IN AFRICA. TRATTNER REPLIED 
THAT HE HAD NOT SEEN THE SPEECH AND THEREFORE COULD 
NOT COMMENT ON THE STATEMENT. KINSOLVING CONTINUED TO 
PRESS AND IMPLIED THAT THE DEPT WAS TRYING TO AVOID 
ANOTHER ANDY YOUNG "EMBARRASSMENT" BY DODGING THE QUESTION. 
TRATTNER NOTED THAT HE HIMSELF HAD NOT SEEN THE SPEECH 
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AND THEREFORE COULD NOT CONFIRM THE STATEMENT BUT HE 
THOUGHT THAT SOMEONE IN THE DEPT PROBABLY KNEW THE DETAILS 
OF THE STATEMENT. 

3. SPOKESMAN WAS ASKED TO COMMENT ON THE DETAILS OF THE 
ANGLO-AMERICAN RHODESIA PLAN - WHETHER PRESS REPORTS 
WERE ACCURATE OR COMPLETE. HE REPLIED THAT THE PROPOSALS 
WOULD BE MADE PUBLIC AFTER DISCUSSION WITH ALL INTERESTED 
PARTIES AND THAT NO COMMENT WOULD BE GIVEN UNTIL THAT TIME. 

HE ADDED THAT HE THOUGHT SOME OF THE REPORTS ON THE 
PROPOSAL WERE INEXACT OR INACCURATE TO SOME DEGREE. 

4. WHEN ASKED IF ANDY YOUNG WAS GOING TO RHODESIA, 
SPOKESMAN REPLIED THAT HE THOUGHT THAT WAS THE PLAN 
BUT NO ITINERARY HAD BEEN SET UP BEYOND THE LUSAKA 
MEETINGS THIS WEEKEND. KINSOLVING ASKED IF YOUNG HAD 
RECEIVED AN INVITATION FROM THE RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT. 
SPOKESMAN REPLIED THAT HE DID NOT KNOW. WHEN KINSOLVING 
ASKED IF THE U.S. WOULD BE CONCERNED IF IAN SMITH 
INDICATED THAT HE DID NOT WANT YOUNG TO COME, SPOKESMAN 
REPLIED THAT THE U.S. WOULD REGRET THAT WE WERE UNABLE 
TO EXPLAIN THE PROPOSAL TO SMITH PERSONALLY IF THAT WERE 
THE CASE. 

5. SPOKESMAN WAS ASKED IF YOUNG AND OWEN PLANNED TO 
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LEAVE RHODESIA BEFORE THE AUGUST 31 ELECTIONS. HE 
REPLIED THAT WE HOPE THE VISIT WILL BE CONCLUDED 
BY THE MIDDLE OF NEXT WEEK - BEFORE THE ELECTIONS (SIC). 

WHEN ASKED IF THE PLAN WOULD BE PUBLISHED BEFORE THE 
ELECTION, SPOKESMAN REPLIED THAT HE DID NOT THINK IT 
WOULD. 

6. COMMENT: DEPT UNDERSTANDS DIFFICULTIES USDEL HAS 

IN WEIGHING ALL FACTORS IN ORDER TO DETERMINE AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG'S TRAVEL PLANS. HOWEVER, IT WOULD BE HELPFUL AND 
WOULD AVOID FURTHER CONFUSION IF WE COULD ANNOUNCE 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, PREFERABLY AT FRIDAY NOON BRIEFING, 
AMBASSADOR YOUNGS PROJECTED ITINERARY OR, ALTERNATIVELY 
ISSUE SIMPLE STATEMENT THAT AMBASSADOR YOUNG WILL 
ACCOMPANY DR. OWEN THROUGHOUT THE AFRICA TRIP, IF THAT 
IS INDEED CURRENT PLAN. CHRISTOPHER 
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